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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: "ones" on line 16 
should be "one". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, "said other/Jata processing device" on line 15 lacks of 
antecedent basis because it is unclear which "other data processing device" it refers to 
the claim. 

Regarding claim 11, "said other information processing device" on line 10 lacks 
of antecedent basis because it is unclear which "other information processing device" it 
refers to the claim. 

Regarding claim 18, "the other information processing device" on line 1 lacks of 
antecedent basis because it is unclear which "other information processing device" it 
refers to the claim. 

Claim 19, line 1 and claim 20 linel have the same problem. 

Claims 2-10, 12-17 are depended on rejected claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20, 29-34 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Suzuki et al U. S. Patent No. 5986568 (hereinafter Suzuki). 

Regarding claims 1, Suzuki discloses a voice data management system, 
comprising: 



storing a plurality of voice data files, said memory means storing corresponding header 
data in association with each of the stored data files (see 2 on FIG. 1); 
a personal computer (see 3 on FIG. 1); 

means for transferring one of said voice data files and the corresponding header 
data from the portable recorder to the personal computer (see 4 on FIG. 1); 

an information processing device other than said portable recorder and said 
personal computer (see 30 on FIG. 27); and 



a portable digital audio recorder, which includes memory means for 
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means, interconnecting said personal computer with said other information 
processing device, for permitting transmission of data from said personal computer 
to said other data processing device (see 3 on FIG. 27); 

wherein said personal computer reads said header data transferred to the 
personal computer, and on the basis of said header data, determines whether to 
transfer the corresponding voice data file to said other information processing device 
(see "DESTINATION ID" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claims 2, 12 and 30, Suzuki discloses a voice data management 
system, wherein said header data read by said personal computer includes data which 
identifies an author of the voice data file corresponding to said header data (see "NAME 
OF INPUT PERSON" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claims 3, 13 and 31, Suzuki discloses a voice data management 
system, wherein said header data read by said personal computer includes data which 
identifies said portable digital audio recorder (see "CORRESPONDING ITEM 
ADDRESS" on FIG.8). 

Regarding claims 4, 14 and 32, Suzuki discloses a voice data management 
system, wherein said header data read by said personal computer includes data which 
identifies an intended recipient for the voice data file corresponding to said header data 
(see "DATA PORTION" on FIG. 8). 
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Regarding claims 5, 15 and 33, Suzuki discloses a voice data management 
system, wherein said header data read by said personal computer includes data which 
identifies a subject matter of the voice data file corresponding to said header data (see 
"CLASSIFICATION OF DATA" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Suzuki discloses a voice data management system, 
wherein said header data read by said personal computer includes data, which 
identifies a work location (see "CORRESPONDING ITEM ADDRESS" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, Suzuki discloses a voice data management system, 
wherein said header data read by said personal computer includes a work type field 
(see "PATIENT ID" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claims 8, 18 and 34, Suzuki discloses a voice data management 
system, wherein said other information processing device is another personal computer 
(see 16 on FIG. 3). 

Regarding claims 10, 20 and 36, Suzuki discloses a voice data management 
system, wherein said other information processing devices is a voice mail system (see 
30 on FIG. 27). 
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Regarding claim 11, Suzuki discloses a method of operating a voice data 
management system, comprising the steps of: 

generating a voice data filein a portable digital audio recorder, said file including 
voice data and header data (see FIG. 6A, 6B, 6C and 6D): 

transferring said voice data file from said recorder to a personal computer (see 
FIG. 8); 

reading the header data in said transferred voice data file (see "HEADER 
PORTION" on FIG. 8); 

on the basis of the header data that has been read, determining whether to 
transfer said voice data from said personal computer to said other information 
processing device (see "DESTINATION ID" on FIG. 8). 
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Regarding claim 29, Suzuki discloses a method of operating a voice data 
management system, comprising the steps of: 

generating a voice data file in a portable digital audio recorder, said file including 
voice data and header data (see FIG. 6A-6D); 

transferring said voice data file from said recorder to a personal computer (see 
FIG. 8 and column 10, lines 2-6): 

reading the header data in said transferred voice data file (see column 11, lines 
48-56); 

on the basis of the header data that has been read, selecting an information 
processing device separate from said personal computer (see "DESTINATION ID" on 
FIG. 8); and 

transferring said voice data from said personal computer to said selected 
information processing device (see column 10, lines 7-9). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-26, 28, 37-39 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Suzuki in view of Kahn et al U. S. Patent No. 6122614 

(hereinafter Kahn). 

Regarding claim 21, Suzuki discloses a voice data management system, 
comprising: 

a portable digital audio recorder which includes memory means for storing a 
plurality of voice data files, said memory means storing corresponding header data in 
association with each of the stored voice data files (see 2 on FIG. 1); 

a personal computer (see 3 on FIG. 1): 

means for transferring said voice data files and the corresponding header data 
from the portable recorder to the personal computer (see 4 on FIG. 1). 

Suzuki differs from claim 21 of the present invention in that Suzuki did not 
disclose a plurality of information processing devices. 

However, Kahn teaches a plurality of information processing devices other than 
said portable recorder and said personal computer (see 15, 50 and 51 on FIG. 1); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/190,536 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2645 

means, interconnecting said personal computer with said plurality of information 
processing devices, for permitting transmission of data from said personal computer to 
selected one of said plurality of data processing devices (see 30 on FIG. 1); 

wherein said personal computer reads said header data transferred to the 
personal computer, and on the basis of said header data, selects one of said plurality of 
information processing devices to receive a voice data file corresponding to said header 
data and transmits the corresponding voice data file to the selected data processing 
device (see FIG. 2d). 

Since using a plurality of information processing devices would help to have 
more users receiving voice data; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the system of Suzuki 
as modified by Kahn adding the plurality of information processing devices as taught by 
Kahn. 

The modification will help more user on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility to process voice data files. 

Regarding claim 22, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 21 
above, in addition Suzuki teaches a method wherein said header data read by said 
personal computer includes data which identifies an author of the voice data file 
corresponding to said header data (see "NAME OF INPUT PERSON" on FIG. 8). 
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Regarding claim 23, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 21 
above, in addition Suzuki teaches a method wherein said header data read by said 
personal computer includes data which identifies said portable digital audio recorder 
(see "CORRESPONDING ITEM ADDRESS" on FIG.8). 

Regarding claim 24, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 21 
above, in addition Suzuki teaches a method wherein said header data read by said 
personal computer includes data which identifies an intended recipient for the voice 
data file corresponding to said header data (see "DATA PORTION" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claim 25, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 21 
above, in addition Suzuki teaches a method wherein said header data read by said 
personal computer includes data which identifies a subject matter of the voice data file 
corresponding to said header data (see "CLASSIFICATION OF DATA" on FIG. 8). 

Regarding claim 26, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 21 

above. 

Suzuki fails to disclose the plurality of information process devices. 

However, Kahn discloses a voice data management system, wherein said one of 
said plurality of information processing devices selected by said personal computer is 
another personal computer (see 40 on FIG.1). 
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Since using a plurality of information processing devices would help to have 
more users receiving voice data; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the system of Suzuki 
as modified by Kahn adding the plurality of information processing devices as taught by 
Kahn. 

The modification will help more user on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility of choosing other personal computer. 

Regarding claim 28, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 21 
above, in addition Suzuki teaches a method wherein said one of said plurality of 
information processing devices selected by said personal computer is a voice mail 
system (see 30 on FIG. 27). 

Regarding claim 37, Suzuki discloses a method of operating a voice data 
management system, comprising the steps of: 

dictating voice information into a portable audio recorder (see 2 on FIG. 1); 

storing the voice information in the portable audio recorder in the form of digital 
voice data (see column 50-54); 

dictating recipient information into the portable audio recorder (see 
"DESTINATION ID" on FIG. 8); 

transferring said digital voice data from said recorder to a personal computer 
(see column 4, lines 53-54); 
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Suzuki differs from claim 37 of the present invention in that Suzuki did not 
disclose speech recognition and a plurality of information processing devices. 

However, Kahn discloses a method of applying a speech recognition algorithm to 
said recipient information to generate recipient data (see column 6, lines 23-25); 

selecting a data processing device from among a plurality of data processing 
devices connected to said personal computer, on the basis of said recipient data (see 
30 on FIG. 1); and 

transferring said digital voice data from said personal computer to said selected 
data processing device (see FIG. 2d). 

Since using speech recognition algorithm and a plurality of information 
processing devices would help to have more users receiving voice recording data; 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the system of Suzuki as modified by Kahn adding the 
speech recognition algorithm and a plurality of information processing devices as taught 
by Kahn. 

The modification will help more user on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility to process voice with speech recognition algorithm. 

Regarding claim 38, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 37 
above a method, comprising the step of transferring said dictated recipient information 
from the recorder to said personal computer in the form of digital voice data (see 
column 4, lines 53-54). 
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Suzuki differs from claim 38 of the present invention in that Suzuki did not 
disclose speech recognition algorithm. 

However, Kahn discloses a method wherein said speech recognition algorithm is 
applied to said transferred recipient information by said personal computer to generate 
said recipient data (see column 6, lines 23-33). 

Since using speech recognition algorithm would help to have more users 
receiving voice recording data; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the system of Suzuki 
as modified by Kahn adding the speech recognition algorithm as taught by Kahn. 

The modification will help more user on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility to process voice data files with speech recognition 
algorithm. 

Regarding claim 39, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 37 
above a method, comprising the step of transferring said recipient data from said 
recorder to said personal computer (see column 4, lines 53-54). 

Suzuki differs from claim 39 of the present invention in that Suzuki did not 
disclose speech recognition algorithm. 

However, Kahn discloses a method, wherein said speech recognition algorithm is 
applied to said dictated recipient information by said portable audio recorder to generate 
said recipient data (see column 6, lines 43-47). 
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Since using speech recognition algorithm would help to have more users 
receiving voice recording data; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the system of Suzuki 
as modified by Kahn adding the speech recognition algorithm as taught by Kahn. 

The modification will help more user on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility to process voice data files with speech recognition 
algorithm. 

Regarding claim 40, Suzuki discloses a voice data management system, 
comprising: 

a portable digital audio recorder which includes a microphone for inputting voice 
information, memory means for storing said voice information in the form of digital voice 
data, and means for designating a portion of said digital voice data as recipient 
information (see 2 on FIG. 1); 

a personal computer (see 3 on FIG. 1); 

means for transferring digital voice data from said recorder to said personal 
computer (see column 4, lines 53-54). 

Suzuki differs from claim 40 of the present invention in that Suzuki did not 
disclose a plurality of data processing devices and speech recognition algorithm. 

However, Kahn discloses a plurality of data processing devices (see 15, 50 and 
51 on FIG. 1); 
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means interconnecting said personal computer to said data processing devices 
for transmission of data from said personal computer to said data processing devices 
(see 30 on FIG. 1); and 

means for generating recipient data by applying a speech recognition algorithm 
to digital voice data designated as recipient information by said means for designating 
(see column 6, lines 43-47); 

said personal computer selecting one of said data processing devices separate 
from said portable recorder and said personal computer on the basis of said recipient 
data generated by said means for generating (see FIG. 2d), and said personal computer 
transferring to said selected data processing device digital voice data transferred from 
said recorder to said personal computer (see column 7, lines 4-21). 

Since using speech recognition algorithm and all the limitations disclosed by 
Kahn would help to have more users receiving voice recording data; therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have the system of Suzuki as modified by Kahn adding the speech recognition 
algorithm and the limitations as taught by Kahn. 

The modification will help more users on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility to record and process voice data files with speech 
recognition algorithm. 
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Regarding claim 41, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 40 

above. 

Suzuki differs from claim 40 fails to disclose a means for generating recipient 
data is included in said personal computer. 

However, Kahn discloses a voice data management system, wherein said means 
for generating recipient data is included in said personal computer (see column 7, lines 
21-24). 

Since generating recipient data included in said personal computer would help to 
have more users receiving voice recording data; therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
system of Suzuki as modified by Kahn adding the means for generating recipient data in 
the personal computer by Kahn. 

The modification will help more users on the system such that service provider of 
Suzuki may have the possibility to record and process voice data files in a personal 
computer. 

Regarding claim 42, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 40 
above, in addition Suzuki teaches a method wherein said means for generating 
recipient data is included in said portable digital audio recorder (see FIG. 16). 
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Regarding claim 43, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as applied to claim 40 

above. 

Suzuki differs from claim 43 fails to disclose a means for transmission of data 
from said personal computer to said data processing devices includes a local area 
network. 

However, Kahn discloses wherein said means for transmission of data from said 
personal computer to said data processing devices includes a local area network (see 
30 on FIG.1). 

Since generating recipient data included in said personal computer would help to 
have more users in the network receiving voice recording data; therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have the system of Suzuki as modified by Kahn adding the means for transmission of 
data from personal computer to other data processing devices includes a local area 
network as taught by Kahn. 

The modification will help more users accessing the system such that service 
provider of Suzuki may have the possibility to record and process voice data files in a 
local network area. 
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5. Claims 9, 19, 27 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki and Kahn as applied to claims 1, 11, 21 and 29 above, and 
further in view of Breslawsky U. S. Patent No. 5898916. 



Regarding claims 9, 19, 27 and 35, Suzuki and Kahn disclose everything as 
applied to claims 1, 11, 21 and 29 above. 

Suzuki and Kahn differ from claims 9,19, 27 and 35 fail to disclose the other 
information processing device as a central dictation system. 

However, Breslawsky discloses an other information processing device, a central 
dictation system (see 14 on FIG.1). 

Since a central dictation system would help to have more users recording voice 
data; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the system of Suzuki as modified by Kahn and 
further modified by Breslawsky adding the central dictation system. 

The modification will help more users accessing the system such that service 
provider of Suzuki and Kahn may have the possibility to record and process voice data 
files in a voice data management system. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Sander et al. is cited for an apparatus for displaying the status of individual 
dictated messages in a central dictation system (see FIG. 1). 

Webb is cited for a portable hands-free digital voice recording and transcription 
device (see FIG. 2 and 3). 

Brady is cited for a voice recording method and system providing context specific 
storage and retrieval (see FIG. 1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0981 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4750. 
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